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December 5, 1996 

Margaret Hedstrom 
School of Information 
University of Michigan 
550 E. University Avenue 
Room 304 


Ann Arbor, MI 48109-1092 
Dear Professor Hedstrom: 


I write to invite you to participate in a special conference being convened by 
History Associates in cooperation with the National Science Foundation, MCI, and 
Microsoft. Scheduled for February 10-12, 1997 in San Francisco, the conference will 
bring together (by invitation only) key figures from the academic, archival, corporate, 
sovernment, legal, and technology communities to plan for "Documenting the Digital 
Age." While there has been and will continue to be substantial discussion on this subject 
in various other forums, this conference will be unique in bringing together a wide range 
of public and private stakeholders to discuss priorities and establish partnerships for 
moving forward with this important work. 


This invitation comes with a special assignment: Vinton Cerf of MCI and Nathan 
Myhrvold of Microsoft, co-chairs of the conference, ask you to prepare a brief (eight- to 
ten-page) position paper on "How Do We Make Electronic Archives Usable and 
Accessible?"--one of nine that will provide the focus for the meeting's agenda. Enclosed is 


conference's Web page. Then at the conference in February, you will be a 


your paper, the comments, and a Teport on the conference will be made available to the 
larger public on the conference Web page later in the spring. 


For your services, the project offers you an honorarium of $1,000 and will pay 
your transportation, hotel, and meal expenses for the meeting, 


) 


Obviously time is short--we have only two months to pull this conference together, 
but the project sponsors feel the urgency of the need requires moving forward as 
expeditiously as possible. Thus I would appreciate as quick a response from you as 
possible--I can be reached by phone at 202/363-3420, by fax at 202/785-3948, or by e- 
mail at 104316.2753@compuserve.com. 


I hope you will agree to join us at this important meeting. 


